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University Extension
Ames, Iowa
Iowa has several public and private agencies which provide a wide range of forestry services and programs; a brief de-
scription of these organizations follows.
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE
IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY
AMES, IOWA 50011
www.exnet.iastate.edu/
There are several units within University Extension related to natural resource management.  The Extension Service 
offers a variety of services for Iowaʼs citizens including many publications and newsletters, public meetings and ﬁeld 
days on a variety of topics, and individual response to letters and phone inquires.  Iowa University Extension Specialists 
include:
• Forestry:  Paul Wray, 339 Science II Hall (515/294-1168, e-mail: phw@iastate.edu) and 
        Chris Feeley, 339 Science II Hall (515/294-6739, e-mail: cfeeley@iastate.edu)
• Entomology: Donald Lewis, 104 Insectary (515/294-1101, e-mail: drlewis@iastate.edu)
• Horticulture: Jeff Iles, 103 Horticulture Building (515/294-0029, e-mail: iles@iastate.edu)
• Pathology:  Mark Gleason, 313  Bessey Hall (515/294-0579, e-mail: mgleason@iastate.edu)
• Wildlife:  James Pease, 124 Science II (515/294-7429, e-mail: jlpease@iastate.edu)
BUREAU OF FORESTRY,  IOWA DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES
WALLACE  STATE OFFICE BUILDING
DES MOINES, IOWA 50319 
(515/281-5966)
http://www.iowadnr.com/forestry/index.html
 The Bureau of Forestry offers several services through its state, regional and district ofﬁces.  The District Foresters 
can provide up to ﬁve days of service to landowners per year .  Their services incorporate all aspects of woodland man-
agement including tree planting, species selection, fuelwood cutting, timber stand improvement, timber sales and tax 
treatment of these sales, harvesting and marketing, insect and disease problems, prairie identiﬁcation, establishment and 
management, and woodland wildlife management.  The District Foresters will prepare management plans and give advice 
on available ﬁnancial assistance programs.  Cost-share assistance for speciﬁc forestry practices such as timber stand 
improvement and tree planting are available.
 The Bureau of Forestry operates the State Forest Nursery in Ames which provides tree and shrub nursery stock at 
minimal cost for reforestation, erosion control and wildlife plantings.
 The State Forests (Shimek, Yellow River, Loess Hills, and Stephens) are operated to show different methods of wood-
land management and the variety of beneﬁts that come from forested land.  In addition, the forests provide opportunities 
for a wide range of outdoor recreation activities.
 The Bureau of Forestry provides technical assistance to communities related to tree surveys, ordinances, and tree 
planting/care projects.  It also surveys insects and diseases that impact on tree and forest health issues, and coordinates 
youth educational programs (Trees for Kids, Trees for Teens, and Project Learning Tree).
 The Bureau works with Volunteer Fire Departments providing excess federal vehicles, training, and ﬁnancial incen-
tives to promote improved ﬁre protection.
Prepared by Paul H. Wray, Extension 
...and justice for all
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and 
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political 
beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.)  Many materials can be made available in alternative formats for ADA clients.  To ﬁle 
a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Ofﬁce of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 
14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964.
Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in 
cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  Stanley R. Johnson, director, Cooperative 
Extension Service, Iowa State University of Science and Technology, Ames, Iowa.
2District & Area Foresters
 District 1: Bruce Blair, Box 662, Elkader  52043 (Phone:  563/245-1891)
    Assistant District Forester-Dave Asche
 District 2: Gary Beyer, 621 Beck St, Charles City  50616, Phone (641/228-6611)
    Assistant District Forester-Greg Heidebrink
 District 3: Robert Hibbs, 2608 S. 2nd St, Marshalltown  50158 (Phone:  641/752-3352)
 District 4: Steven Swinconos, 300 Chamber Drive, Anamosa  52205 (Phone:  319/462-2768)
    Assistant District Forester-David Bridges
 District 5: Stanley Tate, 515 Townsend Ave., Wapello  52653 (Phone:  319/523-2216)
 District 6:  Ray Lehn, Box 568, Fairﬁeld  52556 (Phone:  641/472-2370)
 District 7: Duane Bedford, 1111 North 8th, Chariton  50049-1213 (Phone:  641/774-8733) 
 District 8: George Warford, 1918 Greene St., Adel  50003 (Phone:  515/993-4133)
 District 9: Jeremy Cochran, Box 189, 712 South Highway 6, Oakland, IA 51560 (Phone:  712/482-6245)
 District 10: Joe Schwartz, 1100A-12th St. SW, LeMars  51031 (Phone:  712/546-5161)
 District 11: Randy Goerndt, 500 E. Taylor, Creston  50801 (Phone:  641/782-6761)
 District 12: Wayne Fuhlbrugge, P.O. Box 232, 723  Seneca St., Webster City  50595 (Phone:  515/832-3585)
 District 13 Mark Vitosh,4265 Oak Crest Hill Rd. SE, Iowa City, IA 52246-5824 (Phone:  319/351-8886)
 Jeff Goerndt, Stephens State Forest, RR 3 Box 31, Chariton 50049 (Phone: 641/774-4559)
 John Byrd, Shimek State Forest, Route 1 Box 95 Farmington  52626 (Phone:  319/878-3811)
 Brent Olson, Loess Hills State Forest, Box 158, Pisgah  51564  (Phone:  712/456-2924)
 Bob Honeywell, Yellow River State Forest, 729 State Forest Rd, Harpers Ferry  52146 (Phone:  319/586-2254)
  e-mail addresses for District and Area Foresters is (ﬁrst name.last name@dnr.state.ia.us)
Headquarters:  Wallace State Ofﬁce Building, Des Moines, IA  50319
 Mike Brandrup, State Forester (Phone:  515/281-8657)
 John Walkowiak, Chief-Forestry Services Bureau (Phone:  515/242-5966)
 Linda DePaul, Section Chief, State Lands  (Phone:  515/281-5441)
 Paul Tauke, Forestry Supervisor (Phone:  515/242-6898)
 Dennis Michel, Rural Development Forester (Phone: 515/281-4924)
 Randy Cook, Urban Forester (Phone:  515/281-5600)
State Nursery:  2404 S. Duff, Ames, IA  50010 (Phone:  515/233-1161 or 800/865-2477)
 Roger Jacob, Forestation & Nursery Forester
 Aron Flickinger, Tree Improvement/Forest Health Forester
 Gail Kantak, Wildlands Fire Supervisor/Conservation Education Forester 
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CONSOLIDATED FARM SERVICES AGENCY (CFSA)    www.fsa.usda.gov/ia/
10500 BUENA VISTA COURT
DES MOINES, IA 50322
515/254-1540
The Consolidated Farm Services Agency provides cost-share for forestry practices through the Agricultural Conservation 
Program (ACP), the Stewardship Incentives Program (SIP), and the Conservation Reserve program (CRP).   ACP provides 
cost-sharing opportunities enabling farmers to carry out conservation, water quality, and environmental protection practices 
including forestry and windbreak practices that result in long term public beneﬁts.  SIP provides cost-sharing for a variety of 
woodland management practices.  CRP supports tree planting on highly erodible land.  Eligibility requirements and applica-
tions can be obtained from county CFSA ofﬁces.
COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARDS        george.ecity.net/iaccb/
The Iowa County Conservation Board Program, established in 1955, is recognized as one of the most successful county con-
servation programs in the United States.  Iowa county boards are authorized to acquire, develop, and maintain areas devoted 
to conservation and public recreation.  These boards also serve as a primary natural resource management agency in their 
respective counties, help educate local residents about environmental issues, and manage county wildlife conservation ef-
forts.  The local board ofﬁce and phone number are listed in local telephone directories under county government ofﬁces.
IOWA CHRISTMAS TREE GROWERS ASSOCIATION    www.iowachristmastrees.com/
JAN PACOVSKY
956 EAST MAIN
NEW HAMPTON, IA 50659
515/394-4534
The Iowa Christmas Tree Growers Association is a nonproﬁt organization of Christmas tree growers and technical persons 
dedicated to promoting the interests of the Christmas tree growing industry in Iowa.  The Iowa growers hold two meetings 
each year; one in January,their annual meeting, and a ﬁeld meeting in early August.  Members receive the Iowa newsletter 
and the midwestern “Christmas Trees” magazine.
IOWA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE & LAND STEWARDSHIP www.agriculture.state.ia.us/
WALLACE STATE OFFICE BUILDING
DES MOINES, IOWA 50319
515/281-5321
This agency provides several services related to forestry.  The Soil Conservation Division is primarily responsible for the pres-
ervation of Iowaʼs soil, water, and mineral resources.  It provides assistance and support to Iowaʼs 100 soil and water con-
servation districts and has programs for groundwater protection.  The agency is  responsible for licensing mineral extraction 
and reclaiming mined land.  The Laboratory Division is responsible for training, testing, and regulation of pesticide applicators 
and dealers.  This agency also distributes cost-share funds for a variety of forestry practices and for windbreak establishment 
under the Iowa Resources Enhancement and Protection program.
IOWA NATURAL HERITAGE FOUNDATION  www.inhf.org
505 FIFTH AVENUE
DES MOINES, IA 50309
515/288-1846
The Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation (INHF) is a non-proﬁt, member-supported organizations that builds partnerships and 
educates Iowans to protect, preserve and enhance Iowa's natural resources for future generations. Working with private and 
public partners, INHF has helped protect more than 70,000 acres of Iowa's woodlands, prairies, wetlands and watersheds. 
INHF also wrote and distributes a free booklet called The Landowner's Options, which outlines 18 legal methods for perma-
nently protecting your land's natural resources.
IOWA NUT GROWERS ASSOCIATION   
736 HILLCREST
STORY CITY, IOWA 50248
515/733-2674
The Iowa Nut Growers Association is a nonproﬁt organization of individuals organized to promote the planting and culture of 
nut bearing trees within the state.  Meetings are usually held four times each year.  Trading and exchanging of seedling trees, 
seed, and graft wood of superior nut trees is often a highlight of these meetings.  Members also receive the quarterly publica-
tion “Iowa Nut Growers News.”  
4IOWA TREE FARM PROGRAM
253 BESSEY HALL, IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY
AMES, IA 50011-1021
515/294-1168
The Tree Farm Program is a national program sponsored by the American Forest Foundation and coordinated in the state 
by the Iowa Tree Farm Committee.  To qualify as a Tree Farm, the woodland must be privately owned (or be a small public 
ownership), consist of at least 10 acres of hardwoods or 5 acres of conifers, managed for the continuous production of forest 
crops, and protected from grazing and other damaging agents.  A professional forester will evaluate the woodland to deter-
mine whether or not it qualiﬁes.  Certiﬁed Tree Farmers receive a Tree Farm sign to post on their land and are recertiﬁed 
every ﬁve years.
IOWA WALNUT COUNCIL www.walnutcouncil.org/
CASCADE FOREST SERVICE
22033 FILLMORE ROAD
CASCADE, IA 52033
319/852-3042
The Walnut Council is a trade association founded in 1979 to represent woodland owners, foresters, researchers, and the 
wood-using industry; the Councilʼs goal is to increase the production of the highest quality American black walnut trees for the 
greatest mutual beneﬁt.  [Iowa contact: Calvin Gatch]
IOWA WOODLAND OWNERS ASSOCIATION
253 BESSEY HALL, ISU
AMES, IA 50011
515/294-1168
The Iowa Woodland Owners Association is a nonproﬁt organization of woodland owners and other interested individuals com-
mitted to advancing the interests of woodland owners and forestry and to develop public appreciation of the value of Iowaʼs 
woodlands and their importance to the economy and overall welfare of the state.  The association has an elected board of 
directors, sponsors an annual meeting,  co-sponsors forestry ﬁeld days and conferences, answers questions about membersʼ 
woodlands, speaks to clubs and community organizations, and publishes a quarterly newsletter.  Annual association member-
ship is $10.00.
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS)  www.ia.nrcs.usda.gov/
693 FEDERAL BUILDING, 210 WALNUT STREET
DES MOINES, IA 50309-4260
515/284-4260
NRCS personnel provide forestry assistance to landowners through 100 ﬁeld ofﬁces; NRCS has technical leadership within 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) for forestry technical standards and services related to farmstead and feedlot 
windbreaks, riparian forest buffers, woodland site preparation, tree planting, woodland seeding, timber stand improvement, 
wildlife upland habitat management, wildlife wetland habitat management, and windbreak renovation.  NRCS offers ﬁnancial 
and technical assistance through USDA programs including the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), Environmental Qual-
ity Incentives Program (EQIP), Forestry Incentives Program (FIP), Rural Development through Forestry (RDTF), Watershed 
Programs, Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP), and the Wetland Reserve Program (WRP).
TREES FOREVER  www.treesforever.org/
770 -  7TH AVE.
MARION, IA 52302
319/373-0650; 1-800-369-1269
Trees Forever is an environmental nonproﬁt, founded by two volunteers in 1989, committed to providing support to individuals 
and groups engaged in locally-led projects involving the planting of and caring for trees.
